
From: Curtis, Christopher
To: Wolk, Tina
Subject: FW: Concerning the proposed merger of Marlboro College w. Emerson
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2020 1:17:59 PM
Importance: High

 
 

From: Matthews, Deborah <Deborah.Matthews@vermont.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 1:00 PM
To: Curtis, Christopher <Christopher.Curtis@vermont.gov>; Renner, Jamie
<Jamie.Renner@vermont.gov>
Cc: Sudbay, William <william.sudbay@partner.vermont.gov>
Subject: FW: Concerning the proposed merger of Marlboro College w. Emerson
Importance: High
 
Copying Will because it’s addressed to TJ
 

Deb Matthews
Administrative Assistant
Office of the Attorney General | GCAL

109 State Street, 3rd Floor
Montpelier, VT 05609
Phone | 802-828-3689
E-Mail \ deborah.matthews@vermont.gov
 

From: Kathryn Maleney   
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 12:38 PM
To: AGO - Info <AGO.Info@vermont.gov>
Subject: Concerning the proposed merger of Marlboro College w. Emerson
 
EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
Dear Mr. Donovan, 
 
I am writing to you in hope that you will intercede on behalf of the hundreds of
concerned alumni, students, staff of Marlboro College, along with residents of
Windham County who recognize that the merger of Marlboro with Emerson is not in
the best interest of the college and is a major mis-step in relation to the college's
mission.  
 
As a donor to the college, as an alumni, and as the mother of two more recent
Marlboro graduates, I am very troubled by the many lapses in judgement and
mismanagement I have learned of at the college.  I have been a donor to the school, as
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have been my parents and so many others.  The funds we donated were meant to go to
the college as it exists in Windham County.  I didn't donate in order to fund a school in
Boston and I am certain  that neither was that the intention of so many others who left
bequests and legacies to the school.  Should the intentions of these donors be
forgotten or overlooked?
 
One cannot  overestimate the benefits to society of the form of education Marlboro
offers.  Teaching people to think critically, and to approach life in community as an
exercise in democratic governance have been lessons which have remained with me all
my life.  Moreover, my liberal arts education at Marlboro has payed back dividends not
just to me but to the hundreds of people whose lives have been rescued from
homelessness through the grant writing I do thanks to my developing this skill at
Marlboro.  More than simply a well-educated person, I left the college with a strong
sense of being part of a community.  I brought my concern for community with me
out into the world and have made a career of helping foster community in places
where people are too often marginalized.   
 
Mr. Donovan, I understand that you as Attorney  General you have the right to seek
dissolution of the Board of Trustees if the Corporation has committed fraud, if the
Board has exceeded or is abusing power, if the assets are being misapplied or wasted
and/or if the Board can’t carry out business anymore.  I am urging you to use your
power for good.  There are significant questions that have not been answered
concerning the management of Marlboro College.  Will Wooton identified them in his
letter to you, so I quote them here: 

    Will Board Chairman Richard Saudek explain how he has remained on the
Board for more than 20 years, when the College’s bylaws (most recently
adopted in 2019) limit terms to a total of 12 years?

    How does former Chairman Dean Nicyper explain similarly long tenure on
the Board?

    President Quigley claims the College “raised” $5 million dollars last year,
while Richard Saudek told me and others that “the alumni never really
stepped up.” Will the Board provide an analysis of that impressive
fundraising? Were all donors knowledgeable of the impending closure?
Were some of those gifts – especially Trustee gifts – aimed at supporting
the closure?

    



Despite repeatedly claiming, without a scrap of evidence, that the College
had “thoroughly examined” the option of downsizing and rebuilding the
College, will the Board justify its months-long steadfast refusal to open
their downsizing examinations and process to independent scrutiny?

Further, will the Board explain its interpretation of its fiduciary
responsibility, in light of the strange resistance to exhibiting evidence of
even a brief study of the downsizing option?

Further still, will the board share its most recent report to NECHE, in
which it apparently gave the Council the impression, but no evidence, that
downsizing had been studied and rejected?

    Will the Board’s leadership assure the College community and the State of
Vermont that Board member Donna Heiland – a former executive employee
at Emerson and associate of Emerson President Pelton, has recused herself
from voting on all measures regarding the “merger” with Emerson?

    Finally, will the Board account for and justify the decade-long
misapplication of funds to donor-driven building programs, consultancies,
one-off scholarship initiatives, and other ineffectual half-measures as
admissions shrank year after year, student retention declined, and the
President received annual bonuses?
Sir, I thank you for your attention in this matter.  I hope that you will act on behalf of
this institution which so many of us hold dear.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Kathryn Maleney
__
Kathryn Maleney

 
Schwenksville, PA 19473
 



 




