
From: Curtis, Christopher
To: Wolk, Tina
Subject: FW: Letter re the fate of Marlboro College
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2020 1:21:46 PM
Importance: High

 
 

From: Matthews, Deborah <Deborah.Matthews@vermont.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 1, 2020 8:05 AM
To: Curtis, Christopher <Christopher.Curtis@vermont.gov>; Renner, Jamie
<Jamie.Renner@vermont.gov>
Cc: Sudbay, William <william.sudbay@partner.vermont.gov>
Subject: FW: Letter re the fate of Marlboro College
Importance: High
 
 
 

Deb Matthews
Administrative Assistant
Office of the Attorney General | GCAL

109 State Street, 3rd Floor
Montpelier, VT 05609
Phone | 802-828-3689
E-Mail \ deborah.matthews@vermont.gov
 

From: Rick Clare   
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 6:32 PM
To: AGO - Info <AGO.Info@vermont.gov>
Subject: Letter re the fate of Marlboro College
 
EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
 

Attorney General, T.J. Donovan:
 

The reason we are writing you is to encourage you to seriously entertain Will
Wootton’s offer to review Marlboro’s financial situation; assess any prospects for
preserving or recreating a self-sustaining Marlboro; find a merger partner more
congenial to Marlboro’s core values, pedagogical aims and methods; or reluctantly
acknowledge that no options beyond a merger with Emerson or out-and-out
closure are foreseeable/practicable.
To our knowledge there is no one more suited or prepared to assess Marlboro’s
status and prospects than Will Wootton.  His status as a Marlboro student and
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graduate, administrative assistant and senior staff member, and as a college
president himself, add up to two plus decades of critical exposure and experience
in the details and troubling decisions incumbent upon a college president of today
and tomorrow.
We feel that this situation has been largely brought about by President Quigley’s
questionable management style and decisions.  We believe that it is your
opportunity to be faithful to Marlboro itself, first and foremost, rather than
reflexively supportive of any particular college president, and consequently ask you
to take Will Wootton’s generous and ambitious offer with the utmost seriousness.
In consideration of what aspects of Marlboro’s pedagogy are worthy of
preservation or transference to Emerson we would enumerate the following, in no
order, as they are deeply entwined, and for any student at any particular moment,
crucial:
Will the Marlboro Plan pedagogy even continue to exist after three years?  If that
is not an explicit feature of the merger guarantee then the merger is simply a slow-
motion suffocation, conducted off camera.
A common dining area, a great deal of student/faculty, faculty/faculty learning
took place in the dining hall during meals and around the clock.  The Dining Hall
the central, multipurpose space on campus.
Will the Oxford Scholar program continue at Emerson?  This unique aspect of the
Marlboro’s pedagogy injected fresh expertise with the classics into the curriculum
and campus life.  It constituted a biannually renewed department, one very
familiar with tutorial and individually driven education, without administrative
overhead.
Will outside examiners continue to be a part of the Plan structure?  This aspect of
the Marlboro pedagogy served two functions; one, it allowed students to discover
external sources of expertise and resources; two, it served to expose the faculty to
external academic, artistic partners, or collaborators, thereby enriching the total
Plan package, and the College thereafter.
Will the cataloging of the College’s written Plan documentation be fully
represented in the archival or revived library catalog?  Detailed contents notes and
extensive subject headings are essential to delineate the subtle and interdisciplinary
intellectual value these Plans have often contained. This is as important as holding
the Plans themselves.
Marlboro enthusiastically supported students cross registering or taking courses at
other colleges or universities during their BA studies as a vehicle for enrichment
or curricular extension and it certainly underpinned the preparation for and
conduct of many a Plan.
All of this arises out of the sense that the alumni have been given short shrift, so
far as their past and future support of the College is and will be concerned.  This,
too, may be the result of President Quigley’s tightly held management style and
preferences, but to be denied actual input into this process at this time is, in our
opinion, a demonstration of bad faith writ large.  We wish to participate and feel



that at the very least that Will Wootton’s offer deserves a real trial.
 
Respectful yours,
 
Barbara R. Honthumb, ’72,  Richard W. Clare III, ‘75




