
	
	
	
	
	

29 Oxford Street, Cambridge MA, 02138 
 

 
17 April 2017 

T.J. Donovan  
Vermont's Attorney General 
109 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609 
 
Dear Attorney General Donovan, 
 
I write to express my sorrow and dismay that Marlboro College is preparing to leave Vermont and 
merge with Emerson College in Boston. Marlboro is where I first learned to think independently. 
Marlboro professors served as mentors for me in multiple dimensions, not only broadening my 
horizons in academic subjects but also demonstrating how an ethical life is lived. In 1981, laid off 
from a job in publishing and feeling aimless, I briefly returned to visit Marlboro. A conversation 
with the late Bob Engel, former professor at Marlboro, changed my life’s direction.  “What else 
matters besides preserving the earth, the environment?” Bob asked. Bob would have known how 
to answer that question. For 36 years, he taught biology at Marlboro and took generations of 
students on intense field trips around the world. 
 
I took Bob’s question to heart, and 15 years later arrived at Harvard with a PhD in atmospheric 
chemistry. Now, still at Harvard, I investigate smog and wildfires and how air pollution will change 
in a changing climate and how many deaths that will mean. Now it’s my turn to mentor students, 
to demonstrate fairness and ethics and intellectual rigor. I have big shoes to fill.  
 
In my view, the President and Board of Trustees have lost sight of their primary mission to preserve 
Marlboro for generations to come. It is true that merging with Emerson will provide a lifeline for 
current, tenured faculty and, to some extent, current students. But the Board has responsibility to 
the life of Marlboro, not just its present-day community.  It has not yet been made clear why 
Marlboro is closing now, given its relatively large endowment and relatively low debt. In my view, 
a change in leadership, with a stronger sense of fiduciary duty, could help point the way forward. 
	
	
Sincerely, 

	
Loretta J. Mickley, Marlboro class of 1979 
Senior Research Fellow  
Harvard University 


