
June 13, 2020 

Dear Attorney General Donovan,  

We, Bruce and Barbara  Cole, are members of the Marlboro College Class of 1959, 
of which there were just five graduates.  It was a perilous time for our campus with 
few resources and a low student body.  The college was able to persevere only 
through the devotion and dedication of its remarkable faculty and a few benefactors 
who believed in the work and great importance of what was being developed and 
nurtured on the Hill.  
 
Who we are today as individuals and members of the Marlboro community is largely 
due to the influence of that time spent at Marlboro College.  Working closely with 
great mentors, who became good friends while helping us seek our individual 
paths; participating in the governance of the community; setting aside one work day 
a week to paint buildings, dig septic lines, lay floors while helping Don Woodard, 
our one at the time maintenance person, maintain the physical plant; using the 
wonderful hillside setting with its surrounding woods and wildlife as a classroom is 
the heart of the Marlboro experience.  
 
We have been associated with the college over these many years and have seen 
so many classes graduate future leaders and strong community members who are 
spreading their talents around the globe. Sadly, with the loss of Marlboro College 
on this hill, these quality building experience will no longer be available to future 
students.  
 
We also want to stress that Marlboro College and Vermont’s other educational 
institutions of higher learning, with their multifarious benefits to the community and 
state, should elicit all efforts on many fronts to maintain their presence in the state 
of Vermont. 
 
We too are  writing to request that you investigate and stop the unnecessary 
closure of Marlboro College, the sale of the campus to Democracy Builders, and the 
gift of Marlboro College’s assets to Emerson College.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Bruce Cole “59 and Barbara Draper Cole  ’59 
 
P.O.Box 133 Marlboro VT 05344 
802 254 3210 
 



 
 
We enclose the following paragraphs below, part of a letter, penned by Amy 
Domrad Tudor class of 1999, that reflects our thoughts as well.  
 
"The proposed program at Emerson College will not replicate the singular form of 
education combining critical analysis, applied reasoning, artistic exploration, and 
intellectual rigor in a self-governing community. This place-based learning on a 
remote mountain hillside where the accountability of small town living and 
connection to the land play a central role will not transfer to an urban setting. 

I believe this plan fails the test of equivalency in the transfer of assets between 
non-profit organizations. Further, the decision was enacted undemocratically and 
without transparency, contrary to the commitment to self-governance in the 
college’s charter. Opposition to the plan, both on and off campus, was 
systematically silenced.  

This plan would be an incalculable loss for Vermont, economically, culturally and 
historically. " 

 


