
From: Curtis, Christopher
To: Wolk, Tina
Subject: FW: Concerning Seth Andrew and the Degrees of Freedom purchase of Marlboro College
Date: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 6:12:09 PM
Importance: High

Here is another letter.
 

From: Matthews, Deborah <Deborah.Matthews@vermont.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 10:04 AM
To: Curtis, Christopher <Christopher.Curtis@vermont.gov>; Renner, Jamie
<Jamie.Renner@vermont.gov>
Cc: Sudbay, William <william.sudbay@partner.vermont.gov>
Subject: FW: Concerning Seth Andrew and the Degrees of Freedom purchase of Marlboro College
Importance: High
 
 
 

Deb Matthews
Administrative Assistant
Office of the Attorney General | GCAL

109 State Street, 3rd Floor
Montpelier, VT 05609
Phone | 802-828-3689 802-595-3803 (AGO remote number)
E-Mail \ deborah.matthews@vermont.gov
 

From: Justin Chandler  
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2020 9:43 AM
To: AGO - Info <AGO.Info@vermont.gov>
Subject: Concerning Seth Andrew and the Degrees of Freedom purchase of Marlboro College
 
EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the
sender.
To Mr. T.J. Donovan, VT Attorney General:
 
I hope this note finds you well. I am writing as a multi-generational Vermonter who grew up and
continues to spend as much time as possible in Marlboro, VT; and who lives and works primarily
around New York City.
 
As a representative of Vermont, I hope that when you review the purchase you are prioritizing the
interests of our community over those interests of Degrees of Freedom. I respectfully and humbly
request that the project be halted immediately until a Marlboro Town Forum is commenced, and the
townspeople are able to vote with  adequate information at their disposal. The purchase of
Marlboro College by the organization run by Seth Andrew called Degrees of Freedom concerns me
for two primary reasons: 
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1. The mission and plan of Degrees of Freedom appears to be that of an experiment designed to test
a theory of education. 
2. The concept of busing or shuttling via Amtrak a group of adolescents for a very short period of
time into a small close knit community raises many concerns.
 
To be clear, by no means do I suggest that the goal of this organization or the desire of Seth Andrew
to promote learning is not a righteous endeavor. However, I question the impact such an
experiment, and the impact a constant influx of individuals will have on our community in Marlboro,
as well as question the financial viability of Degrees of Freedom. I believe one of the most important
values of the physical campus is the atmosphere it creates for learning and growing, so one should
question the value students will get by such short stays.
 
Further, there is wide concern that the track record of this organization and their local relationships
does not look good:
“The schools have, at times, struggled with the perception of being outsiders in their
host communities, importing a New York-style approach to education reform
without regard for the wishes of local families.“ (article link at end).
Shuttling students for short stays risks both eroding the community that they could form if one
place, and, more broadly, the community of Marlboro at large. 
 
It appears that on social media and from news articles posted that this is a done deal, but I
encourage you and your team, as well as others, to look into possible friction this experiment may
cause in the Marlboro community. Especially if the concept fails, as have some of the Democracy
Prep charter schools. Think of South road for example, where the college resides, and all of the
families, homes, and individuals who have been there for generations. How will an organization like
this potentially change a community that does not desire a large increase in traffic or a constant
influx of very temporary residents? We need to know about the viability of this organization and
have the opportunity to vote as a community. More questions need to be asked, and there needs to
be time to ask them.
 
How will this impact or change the fabric of the community? 
Is there a secondary effect from having such an experimental institution in such a small and remote
community? 
Is there the possibility of negative consequences to the community? 
Maybe there is a benefit to the students/individuals that come for only a few weeks or months to
study, but no benefit to the town of Marlboro? 
What if just one random individual finds themselves in trouble or encounters friction within the
community (which is the natural result of circulating a large population of individuals)? 
Bottom line is: how do we prioritize the interests of the community and the town over the “mission”
of this experimental organization? 
As a representative of Vermont, I hope you are asking these questions and reconsider moving
too quickly to approve this purchase of Marlboro College by Degrees of Freedom. I am not
convinced that this is in the best interest of the community, but rather is an experimental pursuit,
that may be of good intention, but may not be meant for Marlboro.
 



Public articles illustrating further “Degrees of Freedom” concerns:
https://www.the74million.org/article/democracy-preps-expansion-woes-raise-questions-about-
whether-civics-education-can-be-brought-to-scale/

Best regards,
Justin W. Chandler
-Concerned citizen in favor of transparency and advocate for the town of Marlboro, VT
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