
May   18th,   2020  
T.J.   Donovan  
Attorney   General  
State   of   Vermont  
109   State   Street  
Montpelier,   VT   05609  
 
Ryan   &   Amina   Roderick   VS.   Marlboro   College  
 
Dear   Sir,  
 
My   name   is   Ryan   Roderick   and   I   am   writing   in   regards   to   Marlboro   College.    I   have   filed   a  
lawsuit   against   Marlboro   for   Fraud,   violations   of   the   Vermont   Consumer   Protection   Act,   Breach  
of   Contract   and   Promissory   Estoppel.    I   am   represented   by   Mr.   Theodore   Kramer   of   Brattleboro,  
VT.   
 
First,   allow   me   to   give   you   some   background.    In   2018   I   began   looking   for   a   place   to   attend  
college.    I   am   a   thirty-five   year   old,   married,   and   my   wife   and   I   had   just   spent   the   last   two   years  
caring   for   her   ailing   parents.    Her   father   passed   away   in   2017,   and   her   mother   passed   in   2018  
shortly   after.    They   were   both   teachers   and   had   encouraged   me,   even   in   their   last   weeks,   to  
attend   college.    They   were   very   kind   people   and   had   known   that   I   had   always   dreamt   of   it.    So,  
after   her   mother   passed,   we   decided   that   I   would   do   just   that:   Attend   college.    I   looked   at   many  
colleges,   some   in   Vermont,   some   in   Maine,   some   in   New   Hampshire.    Ultimately   I   chose  
Marlboro   College.    I   did   this   with   great   care,   as   my   wife   and   I   had   just   been   through   years   of  
hardship   and   attending   college   would   mean   that   we   would   need   to   move,   purchase   a   home,   and  
my   wife   would   need   to   leave   her   very   stable   position   at   a   very   respectable   company,   facts   which  
Marlboro   was   well   aware   of.  
 
Let   me   lay   out   my   opinion   on   what   Marlboro   has   done:  
 
1   -   They   lied   to   all   incoming   students   about   their   financial   stability   and   general   status.    They  
both   lied   directly,   as   I   can   personally   attest   to   hearing,   and   indirectly—carefully—   in   interviews  
over   many   years.    Does   someone   who   covers   their   tracks   for   years   generally   strike   you   as  
innocent   of   any   wrongdoing?    They   have   since   claimed   that   colleges   in   Vermont   have   no   “Duty  
to   Disclose”   financial   troubles   to   anyone,   yet   that   isn’t   true.    Vermont   law   is   murky   on   this   at  
best.    I   believe   that   your   office   has   an   unique   opportunity   to   tell   other   nonprofits   in   Vermont   that  
if   they   commit   fraud,   they   will   be   held   accountable,   even   if   they   cover   their   tracks   and   hire   a  
team   of   attorneys   to   do   it.    Yes,   this   is   a   college,   but   it   is   first   and   foremost   a   Nonprofit   of  
Vermont.    I   would   guess   that   the   State   of   Vermont   doesn’t   really   think   that   it’s   okay   to   lie   to  
incoming   students,   employees,   townsfolk,   and   customers.    Fraud   is   fraud,   being   a   college   does  
not   excuse   them   from   it.   I’m   simply   asking,   as   someone   who   has   just   moved   here:    Is   this   type  
of   unethical   behavior   acceptable   in   Vermont?   
 



2   -   They   have   shirked   their   financial   duties   to   both   the   college   and   the   Public   Good   in   many  
ways.    They   have   failed   to   utilize   the   $40   million   endowment   in   any   meaningful   way   and   now  
plan   on   simply   gifting   it   away   to   a   college   in   Massachusetts,   instead   of   using   it   to   keep   Marlboro  
alive   and   operating.    One   has   to   assume   that   this   is   against   the   wishes   of   donors   who   funneled  
tens   of   millions   in   donations   into   this   beloved   Vermont   Institution.    The   argument   is   that,   since  
the   college   is   shutting   down,   the   Board   may   use   the   funds   any   way   they   please   and   are   free  
from   stipulations.    Yet   the   college,   by   the   educated   opinions   of   many   alumni,   does   not   need   to  
shut   down.    The   Board   is   shutting   it   down   anyway,   and   will   no   doubt   use   that   as   the   justification  
for   ignoring   the   wishes   of   donors   and   any   stipulations   put   onto   those   donations.    Again,   the  
college   can   continue   to   operate.    The   Board   does   not   want   it   to.    Choosing   to   shut   down   and  
being   unable   to   operate   are   two   very   different   things.    Let’s   also   remember   that   those   members  
in   favor   of   the   ”Merger”   will   certainly   benefit   from   it,   while   everyone   else   gets,   well,   screwed.    If   I  
recall,   each   member   of   the   Faculty   moving   to   Emerson   gets   a   50%   raise,   many   if   not   all   are  
keeping   homes   in   Vermont   and   travelling   three   days   into   Boston.   So   they   get   a   big   raise   and   a  
second   home,   potentially   profiting   from   the   voluntary   closure   of   a   Vermont   college.    Marlboro  
also   has   a   $25   million   Rudyard   Kipling   Collection   that   they   are   refusing   to   release   information  
on.    Where   is   it?    Who   gets   it?    They   have   also   leveraged   their   real   estate   to   a   spectacularly  
incompetent   degree.    In   short,   they   have   mismanaged,   committed   fraud   to   cover   up   that  
mismanagement,   and   are   now   using   the   commonly   known   and   sad   story   of   struggling   colleges  
to   cover   up   those   deeds.    They   are   hiding   their   fraud   in   a   blanket   of   public   opinion   and   as   of  
now,   it   appears   as   though   they   may   get   away   with   it.   
 
3   -   They   have   intimidated   students   from   rallying   and   saving   the   school.    One   of   those   students  
has   written   you   a   letter   outlining   the   intimidation   that   Marlboro   has   employed,   including   telling  
students   that   if   they   fight   the   merger,   they   will   be   held   legally   responsible   if   it   falls   through   and  
may   be   sued!    They   were   threatened   with   a   lawsuit   if   they   spoke   up   or   even   suggested  
speaking   up.    The   current   students   also   had   a   plan   to   recruit   more   incoming   students   and,   from  
what   I’ve   heard,   were   doing   fairly   well   at   it   until   Marlboro’s   Senior   Administration   threatened  
them   and   put   an   end   to   it   at   the   end   of   2018.    This   act   alone   could   have   saved   Marlboro,   or   at  
least   put   it   on   a   path   toward   being   saved,   had   the   Administration   not   bullied   the   students   into  
stopping.    And   there   are   more   stories   like   this.    Many   more.    Marlboro   shut   down   ANY   and   ALL  
efforts   to   save   the   school.    Does   it   sound   as   if   Marlboro   and   its   Board   of   Trustees   are   being  
financially   responsible   and   living   up   to   their   fiduciary   duties   as   required   by   law   for   a   non   profit   in  
Vermont?    Or   does   it   sound   like   they   are   on   a   mission   to   close   the   school   down,   no   matter  
what?    And   it   should   be   pointed   out   that   Kevin   Quigley   states   that   he   began   preliminary   talks  
with   the   President   of   Emerson   two   years   ago!   The   quote   and   article   are   attached.    He   knew,   in  
2017,   that   Marlboro   was   failing.    Yet   for   years   after   that   he   made   statements   saying   that   it   was  
not.    He   has   had   this   planned   for   years,   by   his   own   admission.  
 
4   -    They   have   ignored,   marginalized   and   attacked   former   Alumni   trying   to   help   save   the   school,  
many   of   whom   have   decades   of   experience   in   business   and   higher   education.    These   same  
alumni   have   also   raised   more   than   $300,000   in   just   a   short   time   in   order   to   try   and   get   some  
funding   toward   saving   the   school.    They   (the   Alumni)   would   have   been   able   to   raise   more,  



except   that   Marlboro   refuses   to   share   a   list   of   donors   and   former   alumni,   therefore   hindering   any  
further   fundraising.    Again,   does   this   sound   like   an   institution   trying   to   save   itself   or   sink   itself?  
Sabotaging   efforts   to   save   the   school,   and   then   claiming   that   everything   was   done   to   save   the  
school,   is   unethical   at   worst   and   seems   like   a   clear   violation   of   their   duties   and   responsibilities.  
 
5   -   They   have   refused   to   share   any   and   all   information   regarding   their   financial   status   and   their  
“deal”   with   Emerson.    They   have   a   non-binding   agreement   with   Emerson,   yet   are   claiming   that  
they   cannot   share   any   information   because   it   would   violate   this   agreement.    They   have   banned  
the   press   and   media   from   campus,   they   have   ignored   most   if   not   all   pertinent   questions   about  
the   merger   from   anyone   outside   the   inner   circle,   they   have   lied,   and   they   have   bullied.    They  
have   also   refused   to   share   any   financial   information   other   than   the   already   publically   available  
990’s.    They   claimed   in   their   letter   to   your   office   that   the   deal   would   include   jobs   for   all   faculty  
and   staff,   yet   that   is   simply   not   true   either.    At   this   point,   the   count   is   somewhere   around   20  
faculty   and   0   staff.    That’s   what   they   are   giving   away   the   college,   its   legacy,   and   its   forty   million  
for.    Twenty   Faculty,   all   of   whom   may   stand   to   gain   financially   if   this   deal   goes   through.  
 
6   -   They   have   violated   the   rules   set   forth   in   the   founding   Documents   of   the   School,   many   times  
over,   most   specifically   with   the   Board   of   Trustees   appointments   (You   know,   the   very   same   Board  
of   Trustees   that   is   now   shutting   the   college   down).    They   have   also   violated   the   rules   set   forth  
about   open   and   transparent   governing.   
 
If   you   look   at   the   suit   I   have   filed,   you   will   see   ample   evidence   of   wrongdoing,   including   a   video  
of   Mr.   Kevin   Quigley   openly   admitting   to   withholding   vital   facts   to   current   students,   incoming  
students,   and   alumni.    His   only   excuse   seems   to   be   that   it   would   have   been   really   hard   to   tell  
the   truth.    My   attorney,   Theodore   Kramer,   can   provide   your   office   with   a   copy   of   this   video.  
 
This   is   the   President   of   the   College,   admitting   to   withholding   vital   facts   to   the   detriment   of  
others,   myself   included.   
 
There   are   several   other   statements   attached   to   the   lawsuit   which   show   that   other   senior   officials  
did   the   same   thing,   withholding   vital   information   and   gambling   the   futures   of   incoming   students.  
But   it   goes   beyond   simple   omission   of   truth   and   into   lies.    Also   attached   are   statements   made  
by   several   senior   administration   officials   at   Marlboro   in   which   they   don’t   simply   omit   facts,   but  
proactively   tell   everyone   that   Marlboro   is   financially   stable.    At   admitted   students   day,   in   April   of  
2019,   I   personally   heard   Mr.   Fumio   Sugihara,   Dean   of   Admissions,   state   to   a   room   full   of   people  
in   answer   to   a   direct   question   from   a   parent   about   the   financial   stability   of   Marlboro,   that  
Marlboro   was   financially   sound   and   that   it   was   safe   to   send   their   children   there.    Mr   Quigley   sat  
quietly   next   to   him.    Again,   at   this   point   and   by   their   own   admissions,   they   knew   that   statement  
was   not   true,   yet   told   it   to   everyone   in   attendance.    I   have   also   found   out   that   they   told   it   to   more  
than   just   that   group.    They   both   omitted   facts—   fraud   —   and   told   lies   —   fraud.    Marlboro   now  
claims   that   those   statements,   when   made   in   April   2019,   were   true,   so   they   can’t   be   considered  
fraudulent.    Yet   as   you’ll   see,   they   openly   admit   to   knowing   that   they   were   not   true.    Fumio  
Sugihara   told   myself   and   my   wife   a   mere   6   months   later,   that   he   always   “Had   it   in   the   back   of  



his   mind   that   they   would   close   the   doors.”    Kevin   Quigley   states   in   November   2019   that   he   has  
said   for   years   that   the   college   remaining   open   was   not   sustainable.    I   have   attached   these  
quotes   for   your   reference.   He   also   states,   in   the   video   clip   that   we   have,   that   of   course   they  
couldn’t   tell   everyone   that   they   were   in   a   financial   crisis,   they   wouldn’t   have   been   able   to   recruit  
new   students   or   keep   the   ones   they   had.    Kate   Ratcliff,   a   senior   Professor   at   Marlboro,   makes  
several   statements   saying   the   same,   that   they   kept   vital   facts   from   incoming   students   because  
they   (the   students)   never   would   have   attended   if   they   knew   the   school   was   in   crisis   (her   words).  
 
And   yet.    Marlboro   is   also   now   claiming   that   to   anyone   who   looked   closely   enough,   it   was  
obvious   that   Marlboro   was   failing   and   in   a   financial   crisis.   The   argument   is   that   anyone   applying  
to   Marlboro   should   know   that   the   college   is   in   deep   trouble   and   should   do   so   at   their   own   risk.  
They   point   to   their   990’s.   
 
So,   I   ask   you   Mr.   Donovan,   which   one   is   it?    That   Marlboro   was   obviously   in   severe   trouble   and  
dying   (and   that   I   and   other   students   and   parents   should   have   known   that   so   it’s   our   own   fault)   or  
that   Marlboro   was   financially   stable   and   safe   to   attend   (which   is   what   Marlboro   told   myself   and  
everyone   else   on   many   different   occasions)?  
 
Let’s   test   that   theory   just   for   fun.    Let’s   take   a   look   at   Marlboro’s   990’s.    I’ll   wait,   go   ahead.    Now  
take   a   look   at   Mount   Ida’s,   Green   Mountain’s,   Southern   Vermont   College.    Marlboro   lists   a  
heavy   worth   with   virtually   no   debt   and   a   strong   net.    Those   other   schools,   which   failed,   list   a  
significantly   smaller   worth   and   an   extreme   amount   of   debt.    My   point   is   that   Marlboro,   a   school  
of   150   students   with   sixty   million   dollars,   looks   amazing   on   paper.    The   only   way   for   incoming  
students   and   their   parents   to   know   that   Marlboro   was   on   the   verge   of   collapse   was   for   Marlboro  
to   tell   us.    We   had   no   other   way   of   knowing.    Instead,   they   touted   Marlboro   as   perfectly   safe,  
and   did   so   on   several   occasions.    They   then   lured   us   in   with   extremely   low   tuition.    That   sounds  
extreme,   comical   even—   they   lured   us   in   —   but   it’s   EXACTLY   what   they   did.    They   gave   me   and  
others   such   a   good   deal   as   compared   to   other   schools   and   we   used   that   as   a   vital   part   of  
deciding   one   of   the   largest,   most   expensive   decisions   of   our   lives.   They   did   these   things   while  
knowing,   by   their   own   many   admissions,   that   Marlboro   was   “in   crisis”.    The   Vermont   Consumer  
Protection   Act   was   built   for   this.   
 
I’m   not   an   attorney.    I   am   writing   to   you   as   a   brand   new   Citizen   of   Vermont   and   hoping   that   I   am  
protected   by   your   office.    It   seems   clear   to   me   that   openly   stating   that   their   institution   was   safe,  
financially   stable,   and   more   affordable   than   others   out   there,   when   they   knew   that   none   of   those  
things   were   true,   is   fraud.    What   else   could   that   be   if   not   fraud?   
 
And   now   they   are   trying   to   cover   up   their   fraud   and   mismanagement   by   hiding   it   within   the  
recent   spate   of   college   closures   and   by   saying   that   it   isn’t   their   fault.    It’s   demographics.    It’s   just  
the   way   the   world   is   and   they   were   victims   just   like   we   were   victims.    Don’t   believe   them.    Look  
closely   at   this   suit,   I   beg   you,   and   you   will   see   that   they   clearly   committed   fraud,   mismanaged  
tens   of   millions   of   dollars,   and   drove   a   Vermont   treasure   into   the   ground.  
 



I   know   that   you   have   received   many   letters   about   the   unethical   behavior   of   Marlboro   over   the  
last   year.    My   letter   is   different.    I   have   clear   evidence   of   wrongdoing.    I   have   filed   a   lawsuit.    In  
my   opinion   and   with   the   facts   on   hand,   the   administration   at   Marlboro   has   committed   fraud.  
Against   the   students,   staff   and   faculty,   against   Windham   County,   and   against   the   State   of  
Vermont   itself.    These   are   not   baseless   accusations   and   I   have   no   doubt   that   more   evidence   of  
wrongdoing   will   surface   in   the   coming   weeks.    But   time   is   running   out.   If   your   office   were   to  
allow   this   deal   to   go   through   unchallenged,   Vermont   will   lose   yet   another   college,   tens   of  
millions   of   dollars,   young   and   energetic   students,   and   the   lifeblood   of   a   small   Vermont   town.    All  
to   cover   up   the   misdeeds   of   a   few.    Please   don’t   let   that   happen.    In   short,   Vermont   needs   your  
help.  
 
Thank   you   for   your   time,  
Ryan   Roderick   
 
 
My   attorney:  
 
Theodore   Kramer   

  
Brattleboro,   Vermont   05301  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quotes   for   context:  
 
Quote   from   College   website   after   Bridgeport   fell   through:  
November   16th,   2019  
In   a   posting   on   the   college   website,   they   said:   “The   challenges   facing   small   liberal   arts   colleges  
are   acute   and   will   only   intensify   in   the   coming   years.   …    Given   our   severe   financial   challenges ,  
coupled   with   difficult   trends   in   higher   education,   the   Marlboro   trustees   believe   that   an   alliance  
with   Emerson   is   the   best   opportunity   to   secure   and   sustain   Marlboro’s   legacy   far   into   the   future.”   
https://www.sentinelsource.com/opinion/editorial/leaving-a-legacy-marlboro-college-s-move-will- 
be-felt/article_583b0a8b-21e0-5aab-bab5-e2acfb43387e.html?fbclid=IwAR2m0CXGMFTHlG3A 
9lS5cYgw2eTzi3f8frrqWZvxqRFvrvT91RN91H_wMDY  
Notice   how   suddenly   they   are   switching   from   ‘We   are   financially   sound,   there   is   no   crisis’  
to   ‘We   are   in   a   financial   crisis’.      Up   until   this   point   they   had   been   touting   Marlboro   as  
financially   stable   and   not   in   any   way   in   crisis.     That   narrative   changed   as   soon   as   it   was  
convenient   for   them   to   do   so.    Remember,   their   financial   circumstances   HAVE   NOT  
CHANGED   at   this   point.    They   are   in   the   same   financial   situation   that   they   have   been   in  
for   years.    They   are   in   the   same   financial   situation   as   when   they   announced   to   the   world  
that   Marlboro   was   financially   safe   and   it   was   safe   to   send   your   children   there.    NOTHING  
HAS   CHANGED   EXCEPT   THEIR   STORY.    And   look   at   their   990’s   as   compared   to   Colleges  
that   are   ACTUALLY   in   trouble.    Marlboro   has   no   debt   and   60   million   dollars.    There   is   no  
way   to   know   that   they   are   in   trouble   unless   they   (Marlboro)   tells   you.    They   told   me   and  
thousands   of   others   the   exact   opposite.  
 
President   Quigley   responding   to   a   question   during   an   interview:  
November   18,   2019  
Viewer   question:   “Why   were   the   alumni   not   notified   of   the   dire   circumstances   of   the   school’s  
finances?   The   message   we   seemed   to   get   over   the   last   few   years   was   ‘It   would   be   great   if   you  
could   send   more   money’   and   not   ‘The   school   is   going   to   close   if   we   don’t   all   band   together.’”  
 
[excerpt]“So   I’m   sorry   you   feel   that   you   were   surprised   and   that   we   didn’t   communicate   as  
clearly   as   you   would   have   liked,   and   I   do   think   that   if   you   look   at   some   of   our   communications,  
the   fact   that   we   were   experiencing   challenges   was   embedded   in   a   lot   of   our   communications.  
One   of   the   dilemmas   is,   and   this   was   the   earlier   question,   that   Laura   asked   about:   were   we  
trying   to   make   it   on   our   own?    We   can’t   really   say,   “We’re   in   crisis,   send   us   money,   we’re   about  
to   close,”   when   you’re   trying   to   recruit   our,   uh,   an   incoming   class   and   retain   your   current  
students.    So   that   moving   along   two   tracks   simultaneously,   which   the   college   really   did   up   until  
last   summer,   I   think   probably   made   our   communication   more   subtle   than   you   might   have  
preferred.”  
Source:   Marlboro   College   Live   Webinar   for   Alumni   A   recording   of   the   webinar   is   available   upon  
request   from   the   Alumni   office.   Timestamp:   28:53-31:30  
This   is   an   amazing   admission.    This   is   the   President   of   the   college,   Kevin   Quigley,   openly  
stating   that   they   were   in   crisis   and   that   they   kept   that   information   from   incoming  
students   and   alumni.    We   have   the   video   of   this,   which   was   included   in   the   original  
lawsuit   filing.  

https://www.sentinelsource.com/opinion/editorial/leaving-a-legacy-marlboro-college-s-move-will-be-felt/article_583b0a8b-21e0-5aab-bab5-e2acfb43387e.html?fbclid=IwAR2m0CXGMFTHlG3A9lS5cYgw2eTzi3f8frrqWZvxqRFvrvT91RN91H_wMDY
https://www.sentinelsource.com/opinion/editorial/leaving-a-legacy-marlboro-college-s-move-will-be-felt/article_583b0a8b-21e0-5aab-bab5-e2acfb43387e.html?fbclid=IwAR2m0CXGMFTHlG3A9lS5cYgw2eTzi3f8frrqWZvxqRFvrvT91RN91H_wMDY
https://www.sentinelsource.com/opinion/editorial/leaving-a-legacy-marlboro-college-s-move-will-be-felt/article_583b0a8b-21e0-5aab-bab5-e2acfb43387e.html?fbclid=IwAR2m0CXGMFTHlG3A9lS5cYgw2eTzi3f8frrqWZvxqRFvrvT91RN91H_wMDY


A   College   Prepares   to   Close   Its   Doors   as   Students   and   Alumni   Mourn   —   and   Scheme  

By   Megan   Zahneis   NOVEMBER   18,   2019  
Kevin   F.F.   Quigley,   Marlboro’s   president,   said   discussions   of   the   college’s   future   had   been   in  
progress   for   two   years,   more   formally   so   in   the   past   year,   when   the   college   hired   EY   Parthenon,  
a   business-strategy   consultancy.  
“I’ve   been   very   candid   over   the   last   two   years   or   so   about   the   college’s   circumstances   and   that  
our   trajectory   around   enrollment   and   finances   was   not   sustainable,”   Quigley   said.   Marlboro,   as  
he   saw   it,   had   three   options:   close,   forge   a   partnership,   or   try   to   remedy   the   situation  
independently.  
https://www.chronicle.com/article/A-College-Prepares-to-Close/247567?cid=wcontentlist_hp_lat 
est&fbclid=IwAR3VY1yqksqDbtSc6HOm2CpbieLPvnigF2tqdStlMrnsM8jut1jtWZosXrs  
Let’s   think   about   this   for   a   moment.    Marlboro   claims   that   the   statements   it   made   during  
April   2019   Admitted   Students   Day   were   accurate,   in   which   I   and   a   room   full   of   people  
were   told   that   Marlboro   is   financially   stable   and   it   is   safe   to   send   your   children   there,   yet  
here   he   states   that   for   the   last   few   years,   he   has   been   candid   about   Marlboro’s   dire  
situation.    And,   side   note   here,   he   has   not.    He   told   several   newspapers   that   Marlboro  
was   not   like   those   other   colleges   and   was   well   positioned   to   come   out   ahead.    So   he’s  
lying   here.    BUT,   Marlboro   states   that   it   doesn’t   matter   that   they   told   us   all   that   Marlboro  
was   financially   sound   and   safe,   because   at   the   time   it   was   true.    Yet   here   he   is   stating  
that   Marlboro   was   in   trouble   for   years.    So   he   is   caught   in   his   own   lie   here.  
 
Quote   from   Kate   Ratcliff,   taken   directly   from   her   own   post   on   the   Marlboro   College  
Alumni   Facebook   page:  
January   20th,   2020  
Kate   Ratcliff    I   have   acknowledged   that   communication   with   alumni   was   problematic   but   also   that  
it   was   a   difficult   dance   we   were   trying   to   manage.    How   do   you   simultaneously   try   to   stay   in   the  
game   and   recruit   a   new   class   and   make   public   pronouncements   about   a   crisis?  
Facebook   Post  
Again,   a   senior   faculty   member   stated   that   they   knew   they   were   in   a   crisis,   yet   President  
Quigley   repeatedly   made   statements   that   they   were   not.    Meaning   that   they   clearly   knew,  
long   before   this   merger   was   announced,   as   they   admit   here.   They   are   also   openly  
admitting   to   keeping   that   information   from   incoming   students.  
 

Quote   from   Kate   Ratcliff,   taken   directly   from   her   own   post   on   the   Marlboro   College  
Alumni   Facebook   page:  
December   10th,   2019  
Kate   Ratcliff    Thank   you,   Christian.   I   appreciate   hearing   your   perspective   and   am   sorry   that   the  
process   was   not   handled   differently.   I   understand   the   argument   that   alumni   should   have   been  
made   aware   of   a   crisis   sooner   so   they   could   act.    I   also   understand   the   reluctance   on   the   part   of  
the   college   to   make   too   public   a   statement   about   dire   circumstances   while   we   were   trying   to  
recruit   new   students   to   campus   and   turn   around   our   situation.  
Facebook   Post  
Yet   another   quote   showing   that   Marlboro   knew   that   they   were   keeping   key   facts   from  
incoming   students   and   their   parents.  
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Quote   from   Fumio   Sugihara  
November   14th,   2019  
“I   have   had   it   in   the   back   of   my   mind   that   they   would   close   the   doors.”  
This   is   a   direct   quote,   stated   to   both   myself   and   my   wife   by   the   Dean   of   Admissions   at  
Marlboro.    This   was   six   months   from   when   I   decided   to   attend   and   signed   on   fully.    Again,  
Marlboro   is   claiming   that   in   April   of   2019,   the   statements   made   at   Admitted   Students   Day  
were   accurate.    Fumio   Sugihara   made   those   statements,   yet   here   he   tells   my   wife   and   I  
that   he   had   it   in   his   head   that   they   would   close.  
 

Quote   by   T.   Wilson,   alumn   
December   18,   2019  
“The   alumni   were   told   in   April   that   other   small   colleges   were   closing,   but   Marlboro   was   not   on  
that   path,”    Professor   Emeritus   T.   Wilson   said.  
http://www.commonsnews.org/site/sitenext/story.php?articleno=31600&fbclid=IwAR1b2Gj7lMJu 
hEyqCA2keSurcR5RNDXvzaSkTCGZjhG5kqIoZDt6043qYd4  
I   was   not   the   only   one   who   was   told   that   Marlboro   was   financially   stable.    There   are   many  
stories   like   this   one.  
 
Quotes   of   a   recent   Selectboard   meeting   where   they   clearly   indicate   that   Marlboro   kept  
key   facts   from   everyone:  
Feb   6th,   2019  
Izzy:   I   do   understand   your   frustration,   I   also   feel   like   it   wasn’t   as   transparent   as   that,   last   year  
we   had   multiple   announcements   at   Town   Meetings   comparing   us   to   Hampshire,    we   were   told  
we   were   in   a   better   place,   had   years   left,   we   were   given   explicitly   “we   are   in   a   much   better  
position,”    so   it   is   frustrating,   and   I   also   would   be   concerned   about,   does   someone   have   more  
information   about   accreditation   type   things?   if   there’s   anything   that   could   be   shared   that   would  
help?...  
... alums   at   Home   Days   were   saying   they   were   worried,   they   were   told   we’re   fine…  
Excerpt   from    an   official   Marlboro   Selectboard   meeting.    It   is   important   to   remember:  
NOTHING   HAS   CHANGED   FINANCIALLY   WITH   MARLBORO,   even   now   in   2020.    They   are  
in   the   same   financial   position   that   they   were   in   a   year   ago.    The   only   reason   it   might   be  
worse   is   because   of   the   CoronaVirus,   but   that   does   not   change   the   fact   that   up   until   the  
Pandemic,   they   were   in   amazing   financial   positioning.    They   are   choosing   to   close   the  
College.   
 
From   an   Alumni   Website:  
The   wider   community   was   told   time   and   again   that   Marlboro   College   campus   was   in   no   danger  
of   imminent   closure.   This   timeline   of   actions   and   statements   was   assembled   by   Becca   Boyden,  
daughter   of   Roland   Boyden   who   was   a   founding   faculty   member   of   the   college,   acting   president,  
dean,   and   trustee.  
https://ibelieveinmarlborocollege.org/2020/01/16/timeline-of-events/  
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Quote   directly   from   Marlboro   Newsletter:  
April   2019  
“You   have   probably   heard   about   the   closure   of   some   of   our   peer   institutions.    While   this   is  
worthy   of   much   concern   for   the   state   of   higher   education   in   the   USA   and   we   are   super   sorry   to  
see   these   institutions   go,   rest   assured   that   Marlboro   is   currently   not   on   that   path.”  
https://mailchi.mp/4facc7ac6945/save-the-date-alumni-day-october-1726965  
From   an   official   Marlboro   Newsletter,   assuring   everyone   that   Marlboro   is   financially  
sound.   Recall   that   at   this   point,   Marlboro   is   actively   working   behind   the   scenes   to   secure  
a   merger   or   a   closure   and   Kevin   Quigley   states   in   November   2019   that   they   were   fully  
aware   of   the   fact   that   Marlboro   could   no   longer   make   it   on   their   own   a   year   ago.    They  
again   tell   everyone   that   the   college   is   fine,   don’t   worry,   while   behind   the   scenes   they  
make   plans   to   “merge”,   which   means   close   by   the   way.    Remember,   Kevin   Quigley  
admits   in   November   2019   that   he   had   initial   talks   with   Emerson   President   in   2017   about  
absorbing   Marlboro.    So   they   had   known   for   years   this   was   coming,   according   to   their  
own   statements.    The   excerpt   can   be   found   below.   
 
 
Quote   From   Kevin   Quigley   in   an   interview:  
November   7th,   2019  
A   Marlboro   trustee   who   previously   worked   under   Pelton   introduced   Pelton   to   Quigley   in   2017.  
The   trustee   saw   a   number   of   similarities   in   the   cultures   and   academics   of   the   two   colleges.  
It   was   then   that   Quigly   first   proposed   a   prospective   collaboration   between   Marlboro   and  
Emerson.   Quigley   said   Pelton   was   initially   indifferent   to   the   idea.  
https://berkeleybeacon.com/what-we-know-and-what-we-dont-about-the-emerson-marlboro-mer 
ger/  
This   quote   and   article   shows   that   Kevin   Quigley   started   talks   about   closure   in   2017!    Yet  
Marlboro   claims   that   all   statements   made   about   Marlboro   being   financially   stable   and  
safe   to   attend   were   true   and   accurate,   but   here   is   Kevin   Quigley   saying   that   for   years   he  
knew   that   wasn’t   true   and   he   began   the   process   of   closing   years   before.  
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