
David B. Lank, Ph.D. 
__________________ 
__________ BC __________ 
Canada 
 
The Honorable TJ Donovan 
Attorney General of Vermont 
109 State Street 
Montpelier, VT 05609                                                                                                  11 July 2020 

 

Dear Attorney General Donovan,  

I am writing to provide a personal perspective on the proposed closure of Marlboro College and 
transfer of Marlboro College’s assets to Emerson College.  

I graduated from Marlboro College in 1973.  Since then I have regularly made small annual 
contributions in support of the colleges operations.  I have not closely followed the institution’s 
situation in the past several years, but I can say this.  The current administration made no serious 
attempt to solicit funding from its alumni, a standard approach taken by colleges facing financial 
difficulties. . They never sent out an ‘SOS’ that might have produced substantial support. 

I state this because I am on their regular distribution list, and have, in recent years, come into 
funding that I might well have been, and still might be, willing to dedicate to an effort to 
maintain the college, had I been approached to do so.  But knowledge that the college was 
seriously considering restructuring arrived to me as the sudden news that the college was 
considering a merger with the University of Bridgeport, last fall.  While I was somewhat shocked 
that the administration was considering such a move, I was willing to accept that this might have 
been a reasonable course of action.  This plan would at least have maintained an active 
institution at Marlboro.  

When this deal fell apart, however, I contacted the alumni office to discuss what would have 
been a modest, but my first substantial donation to the college, to be put half to operations and 
half to the endowment.  This was meant as a vote of confidence in the maintenance of the 
institution.  Here is a copy of my email: 

Fri 9/20/2019,  
Hello development folks, 
I am considering a donation of ________  shares of Apple stock to Marlboro, to be split equally 
between an endowment contribution and operating expenses. 
I have the Wells Fargo brokerage information from the web 
site https://www.marlboro.edu/giving/ways-to-give/ 
Is there anything else I need know from your end to initiate this donation? 
David Lank 
Department of Biological Sciences 
Simon Fraser University 
Burnaby BC V5A 1S6 

https://www.marlboro.edu/giving/ways-to-give/


778 782 3010 
_______________________________________ 
 
I received a followup email as a response from:  
Rennie R. Washburn, Chief Advancement Officer, P.O. Box A, 2582 South Road, Marlboro, VT 

05344, 802-451-7588 w, 802-579-8583 c 
asking me whether I had specific plans for a donation.  I replied that I did not, and received a one 
line follow up response saying that that was ‘good for us’.  

I did not receive any follow up communication, via email or phone, from Marlboro, and did not 
donate.  I guess that they had other things to do at that time.  Failure to follow up this offer, albeit 
of limited magnitude on the scale of running a college, shows their general lack of attempt to 
seriously pursue funding from alumni as one route to maintaining the institution.  If someone 
offered more or less out of the blue, when they became aware of a critical situation, to donate ca. 
$________ to you, would that not resonate as a potential opportunity to cultivate a relationship 
that could lead to more substantial support?  I suggest that in this respect, this a specific example 
of the administration, operating under the trustees not fulfilling their fiduciary duty to the 
college.  

I will leave it to others with closer first-hand knowledge of the processes that have led to the 
current situation to comment on these matters.  It does appear from afar, however, that the 
college’s charger commitment to community governance was ignored with respect to this critical 
decision.  Further, I attach below comments by President Quigley taken from the Brattleboro 
Reformer, posted 18 Sept 2019. 

“"We are focused on this setback to make this a learning opportunity so that we can move 
forward in a way that helps us meet those objectives we've laid out around identity, around 
purpose, around supporting our people," said Quigley. "This process we went through to find a 
partner began with us saying what do we value, what are our assets and attributes, what do we 
value about ourselves and what do we value in a partner. We identified a number of things, 
including our identity, our pedagogy and our pedagogical connection to our practice of 
community governance — or the close collaborative relationship between faculty, students and 
place, our campus on Potash Hill, which is essential to what we do and how we do it. With 
those items in mind, we will continue to look for a partner who values all of those things." 

Marlboro received four proposals they considered serious contenders for merger, including 
Bridgeport's proposal. Quigley said the three remaining proposals and two others that have 
recently come to his attention will be in the mix going forward. Quigley wouldn't divulge the 
identities of those institutions. 

"I am very grateful that they are willing to engage," said Quigley. "When I informed them that 
they weren't the first choice, every single one of them said, we know that sometimes these 
relationships don't work out and if they don't, please get back in touch." 

Quigley noted that maintaining a presence on Potash Hill is of utmost importance." 

https://www.google.com/search?q=2582+South+Road+Marlboro%2C+VT+05344&oq=2582+South+Road+Marlboro%2C+VT+05344&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l2.693j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=2582+South+Road+Marlboro%2C+VT+05344&oq=2582+South+Road+Marlboro%2C+VT+05344&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l2.693j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=2582+South+Road+Marlboro%2C+VT+05344&oq=2582+South+Road+Marlboro%2C+VT+05344&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l2.693j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


Given what you know about the timelines and discussions with Emerson College, is this 
misinformation to the Marlboro Community and public?  It certainly is with respect to valuing 
‘our campus on Potash Hill’. 

I urge you to seriously consider whether the transfer of Marlboro College’s assets as planned, 
derived from donors such as myself, is in fact a violation of the trustee’s responsibilities. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. David B. Lank 

Marlboro College, class of 1973 

 

 


