
From: Gwen D. Haaland 

Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2020 11:23 PM 

To: AGO - Info <AGO.Info@vermont.gov> 

Subject: 75 years of Marlboro College in Vermont. Please do not let this transfer go forward. 

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the 

sender. 

Dr Gwen D. Feldman Haaland class of 1981 Ashford, CT 06278 

Dear Attorney General Donovan, 

I am writing to request that you investigate and stop the unnecessary closure of 
Marlboro College, sale of the campus to Democracy Builders, and gift of Marlboro 
College’s assets to Emerson College. 

The proposed program at Emerson College will not replicate the singular form of 
education combining critical analysis, applied reasoning, artistic exploration, and 
intellectual rigor in a self-governing community. This place-based learning on a remote 
mountain hillside where the accountability of small town living and connection to the 
land play a central role will not transfer to an urban setting. 

I believe this plan fails the test of equivalency in the transfer of assets between 
non-profit organizations. Further, the decision was enacted undemocratically and 
without transparency, contrary to the commitment to self-governance in the college’s 
charter. Opposition to the plan, both on and off campus, was systematically silenced. 

Not only did I graduate from Marlboro College, but my daughter Shannon Haaland just 

  

graduated from my alma mater last month. My Mother has been making significant 
donations to Marlboro College regularly for 43 year, since 1977. It was her intent that 
the money be used to enhance and sustain our small college on Potash hill in Marlboro 
Vermont for perpetuity. Requesting money and then redirecting the funds appear to be 
highly unethical if not outright illegal. 

Higher education in our country is facing the loss of a vision and a unique personalized 
program of study in a special place that can not be duplicated elsewhere. Losing 



Marlboro College in the manner proposed would be an incalculable loss for Vermont, 
economically, culturally and historically. 

I am concerned that the current Board of Trustees and President may be ineffective 
stewards of our precious college. Please do not permit them to go forward with these 
major decisions that will effectively end the academic institution known for nearly 75 
years as Marlboro College. Please do not let this transfer go forward. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Gwen Diane Feldman Haaland Ashford, CT 

Marlboro College, 

 


