
From: 

To: Subject: Date: 

Sudbay, William 

Curtis, Christopher; Renner, Jamie 

FW: Marlboro College — A parent’s perspective. Friday, June 26, 2020 8:44:53 AM  

Will Sudbay 

Executive Assistant 

Office of the Vermont Attorney General 109 State Street 

Montpelier, VT 

-----Original Message----- 

From: Ilanagcohen ←------------------------------> 

Sent: Friday, June 26, 2020 5:12 AM 

To: AGO - Info <AGO.Info@vermont.gov> 

Subject: Marlboro College — A parent’s perspective. 

EXTERNAL SENDER: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the 
sender. 

Ilana Cohen, DC 

-------------------------- Seal Beach, CA 90740 

Tel. -------------------------- 

Email ------------------------------ 

June 24, 2020 

Mr T.J. Donovan, A.G of Vermont 

This letter is about Marlboro College and its relevance beyond the unique and incredible experience 
offered to my daughter, who graduated from Marlboro in 1994. 

I am a Chiropractic Physician. I was born in Tel Aviv, then Palestine under the British Mandate. I was 
educated in schools that followed the European educational model. Classes were formal and were 



followed by daily long hours of homework.evaluation were based on performance in periodic and final 
examinations. I felt that it was a labor of study. 

I did not know that any other educational model existed until I met my late husband, a professor, and a 
Doctor of Social Studies from The New School of Social Research in New York City. I learned that this 
university was founded in 1919 as a home for progressive thinking, academic freedom and intellectual 
inquiry. 

The New School, like Marlboro (or Marlboro like it), has a student direct curriculum, exploring subjects 
before concentrating on a topic of their individual interest. Exception is that the performing arts students 
must first declare their major at enrollment. Students are expected to be the designers of their own 
individualized education. This is in addition to complete a high level of studies I libéral arts. 

I wished that I had the opportunity to study in such an institution of higher learning and hoped that my 
children oiled. 

My younger daughter was fascinated with dance since her early childhood. There were a number of 
dance schools in the New Orleans area where we lived at that time. After extensive search we enrolled 
her at Giacobee Academy of Dance. From childhood to her teenage years her main interest and focus 
were on improving her dancing skills to 

the highest levels possible. That required hard physical work, mental concentration, extreme discipline 
and long hours of training. 

However, school became more of a burden and after the second year of highschool she dropped out, 
enrolled in the correspondance American High School and completed all requirements within a year. The 
next step was a choice of college that would offer a classical ballet major. 

We wished that our two daughters who were raised in Louisiana, will go to a small college in the North 
East for their higher education. We preferred Vermont due to its reputation of very high standard of 
education and the number of small colleges. Our older daughter enrolled in Green Mountain Collège and 
it turned out to be an excellent personal, academic and social experience. 

In search for a small college that offered a classical ballet program we found Marlboro College, with its 
unique educational model. Her father was especially pleased with the academic model similar to The New 
School and the attractive location in a rural area close to the town of Marlboro, a perfect location and 
atmosphere for study, personal growth and integration into a small community, and for someone who 
grew up in the South — to experience four seasons. 

My daughter completed her application. The reply was discouraging. It stated that she was not yet 
prepared but suggested that she re-apply in the future. She was crushed. 

However, found a second choice and enrolled in Point Park College, located in Pittsburgh, PA. It turned 
out to be a disappointing experience. 

My daughter re-applied to Marlboro College for the next year. That changed her life and had a great 
positive effect on our family as well. 



On many occasions since her graduation in 1994 she often referred to and repeated her gratitude for the 
support given to her by Marlboro College. She specifically mentioned the support by Rod Gander, than 
the president, who was influential in the decision to accept her second application. Adding to her thanks 
and appreciation, we, as parents, felt that without the deep familial connection with Rod and her 
professors she may not have survived. Needless to say how important were her connections to other 
students, and we were fortunate to connect with them on our visits to Marlboro and their visits to New 
Orleans. 

A number of time a year we came to Marlboro and had a chance to familiarize with the town. We realized 
the great impact the college, and its Summer Music Festival, had on the town of Marlboro, social, cultural 
and economic (tourism/hotel/bed and breakfast, restaurants which generate jobs and income). 

There is a special asset, that one is certain to never lose, it is EDUCATION. Education in learning how to 
learn, develope analytic thinking, critical thinking and intellectual inquiry to fully utilize the studied 
subjects. 

Marlboro college offers is the UNIQUE and high level of Education, without which my daughter would not 
be the mature, assertive, strong individual and community oriented person. 

The ill thought and process of possible closing this unusual college, in the perfect location for study and 
personal growth, would be a great loss to the State of Vermont’s reputation for diversified higher 
education, as well as significant economic, social and cultural loss to the town of Marlboro. 

Last but not the least, the closing of Marlboro College will deprive potential students who wish, or need, 
this model of higher educational opportunity as an alternative to the large higher educational institutions in 
urban areas. 

Sincerely, 

Ilana Cohen, DC 

Sent from my iPad 

 


