
The Honorable T. J. Donovan 

Attorney General, State of Vermont                        July 15, 2020


Dear Attorney General Donovan: 


I have been associated with Marlboro College for a very long time. I was a student there from 
1962-1965 and returned to be Director of Admissions 1967-1969. Then, from 1970 until my 
retirement in 2010, I was professor of history, while serving on most of Marlboro’s committees, 
being Dean of Students, being again Director of Admissions, frequently Town Meeting 
Moderator, representative to the Board of Trustees  and so on.  I know the college from many 
different directions in many different eras.  


I think it is a mistake to close the college.    Though enrollment figures are cited as the primary 
reason for closing, I can attest to the fact that Marlboro has recovered from admissions crises 
many times over. Marlboro is designed to be a small college, and various campaigns to extend 
its enrollment to particular levels have in fact produced problems rather than solutions.  
Marlboro can function well with small numbers and with the right leadership. 


Academically, Marlboro has always been noteworthy.  Attempts to make it more mainstream 
have created difficulties.  The faculty and staff have remained committed and engaged, but 
over time there seems to have developed some confusion about the model and mission of 
Marlboro.   Unfortunately this seems to underlie the current leadership’s sense that the college 
is not viable.  I believe that they are mistaken.  


For a small institution, Marlboro has an extremely active, engaged, and accomplished body of 
alumni whose continued support of the college is not to be doubted.   Over the course of this 
year, Marlboro alumni have stepped forward to work on student recruitment, fundraising, public 
relations, and consideration of reconfigurations that could keep the college operational. They 
have been, for the most part,  rebuffed.   One has to wonder why. 


I urge you not to support the action of the current president and Board of Trustees. The 
process this year has failed to engage alumni, former faculty, former staff, Marlboro town 
community members, and apparently many of the people currently on campus.  The decision 
will have an impact on all of these groups, as well as close the door to future students.  A 
process like this cannot produce the right solution. 


We need new leadership.  Marlboro College can thrive. 


Sincerely, 


Timothy F. Little 

Class of 1965

Professor Emeritus of History, Marlboro 1970-2010



