
Good morning:  My understanding is that you’ve already received a number of letters of concern 
regarding the closure and sale of Marlboro College in Marlboro, Vermont.  That being the case, I’ll 
simply add a brief “Me, Too” to the concerns expressed about the character of the proposed buyer, 
Seth Andrew, and whether that’s the kind of person whose values we want to bring into Vermont. 
However, apart from the allegations of racism, which seem to me to be at the very least credible, a 
more recent development has also become a cause of concern for me. 
 
It appears that Seth Andrew has already taken up residence on the Marlboro campus and has 
started posting guards, preventing anybody else from entering the campus.  This is worrisome for 
two reasons.  First of all, and probably most importantly, the sale hasn’t even been completed yet, 
which means that he is living on, and excluding other people from, land that doesn’t belong to him.  I 
am not a lawyer myself, but to me, this sounds like trespassing. 
 
More seriously, though, Marlboro College has always had an open and welcoming atmosphere. 
When I was a student there (1992-1995), for example, nearly all of the buildings were open and 
unlocked twenty-four hours a day, the only real exceptions being the financial aid office and the 
administration building.  Anyone was welcome to borrow books from the library, lounge in the 
science building, or even borrow the theater for impromptu musical gatherings.  I have fond 
memories of groups of students getting together on weekends and using pretty much the entire 
campus for large-scale LARPs (live-action role-playing games).  All of this applied to anyone who 
cared to come by the campus, whether it was current students, alumni, nearby town residents, or 
even visitors from out of state.  And it appears that Seth Andrew is so anxious to put a stop to this 
that he can’t even wait until he’s the legal landowner. 
 
I want to live in a world where my college still exists, where I know that I am welcome, as an 
alumnus, to stop by to say hello, to visit my old dorm room and wonder whether anyone ever broke 
my record of living in it for five consecutive semesters, where I can stop by the library, even at 3 AM, 
and browse the stacks.  Gated communities such as the one that Seth Andrew envisions have no 
place anywhere in Vermont at all, but especially not one with the values so long held by Marlboro 
College. 
 
I do not believe that this sale is in the best interests of Marlboro’s current community, its alumni who 
love the college so much, or with Vermont itself.  I urge you to look into this matter more thoroughly 
to address the grave concerns held by so many.  Best regards, Parrish S. Knight 


